Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
1989

Press Releases

8-25-1989

08/25/1989 - Sonderman Remains Active Outside the Classroom
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989

Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "08/25/1989 - Sonderman Remains Active Outside the
Classroom" (1989). 1989. 509.
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989/509

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 1989 by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

file
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553

89-535

AUG 2 5 '989

:>~tr\t

c;::)
C-:)

--

J.d.!

__....,.,!ll

11.&-

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE :
SONDERMAN REMAINS ACTIVE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM
Charleston, IL.--Dr. Robert B. Sonderman, who recently retired as
technology education professor at Eastern Illinois University,
continues to help others outside the classroom.
Sonderman and his wife, Hazel, of Charleston are volunteers for
Hospice of Lincolnland, a support system for terminally ill patients
and family to assist in providing a quality of life for the patient .
"My wife and I work as a team, 11 said Sonderman .

"The most

gratifying part of being a Hospice volunteer is a family ' s acceptance
of a support system."
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"Just being able to help means so much.
make the patient and his/her family adjust.

We do whatever we can to
A lot of times that means

being both a good listener and conversationalist," Sonderman said.
Ruth Jaenike, coordinator of volunteers for Hospice of Lincolnland,
said, "Both Robert and his wife, Hazel, have been outstanding Hospice
volunteers both in patient support and in other Hospice activities.
"Even though they have other commitments, they have made Hospice a
priority."
Despite the satisfaction Sonderman receives from volunteer work, he
still loves teaching.

"In my heart, I never thought I would retire,"

said Sonderman, who has returned to Eastern this fall to teach a
Primary Grade Technology Education class.
"My classes are pitched to what students will use.

I want them to

put their skills to practical use," he said.
Sonderman especially enjoys teaching younger children about
technology education. This summer he and Jana Nielsen, who recently
joined the Eastern faculty as a technology education instructor,
co-taught an industrial arts class for elementary students.
Although Sonderman said the number of faculty and students has
increased since he joined the faculty in 1956, he noted, "One thing
remains the same--Eastern has continued to attract and retain a quality
student body."

He added, "The great thing about my former students and

colleagues is that they still keep in touch."
Sonderman, who won the University's 1989 Distinguished Faculty
Award, also received the honor of designing Eastern's graduation mace.
The walnut mace was first used at Fall Commencement, 1985.
Although the mace is a symbol of the authority vested in the
faculty marshal, it is also a symbol of the good will that went into
its development.
-30-

